Washington State Coalition Prevent Homelessness — Vote for SSB 5549

for the
Homeless SSB 5459 is a modest bill , bringing Washington law into
line with most other states. It increases the notice
Length of Notice Required to Terminate required when terminating a month-to-month rental
Month-to-Month Residential Tenancy agreement with a no-cause eviction notice from 20 to 30

days; and makes no other changes in the law.

The bill gives tenants a little more tenure in their
homes and time to find housing and the monies
needed to move when given a no-cause eviction
notice. This will reduce the demand for emergency
shelter and homeless prevention funds, at a time when
homelessness is increasing because of the economy.

Landlords can continue to use no-cause eviction
notices . They may also use much shorter notices where
a tenant fails to pay the rent or does something wrong.

o = < a. [ Less than 30 Days
e [] 3 Days This bill does not lengthen the time it takes to evict a
B o om0 pover tenant without cause, except during the first eleven days
of the month. At most, landlords will simply have to wait
until the end of the next month before their notice can take
It is time to bring Washington law into line with most effect, like they do now during the remainder of the month.
other states, and keep it there. Two-thirds of the states
follow the approach now used in Washington, of only allowing The landlords’ amendment is a step backwards. It
a landlord or tenant to terminate a month-to-month tenancy undermines the intent of the bill. It would allow landlords
without cause at the end of the agreed upon rental to evict some tenants in less time than permitted under
period. This rule works well. Although 6 of 13 Western states current law. Tenants do not need and are not seeking
allow terminations on any day of the month, all but two require the right to move on any day of the month, where the cost
much longer notices, ranging from 45 to 60 days. of this flexibility is less tenure or security in their homes.

For more information, contact Tera Bianchi, Interim Advocacy Coordinator for the Washington State Coalition for the Homeless at
tera.bia@gmail.com or Seth Dawson at sethdawson@att.net.
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