PUT ON YOUR LETTERHEAD 
The Honorable Patty Murray
U.S. Senate 20510
Washington, DC 

Attn: Meaghan McCarthy, Travis Lumpkin (DC)
Cc: Brian Kristjansson (Seattle)
Fax: 202-224-0238   (Please be sure to FAX a copy of ALL letters to her Washington, DC office)
Dear Senator Murray, 

On behalf of (Organization), would like to take this opportunity to first acknowledge and thank you for your dedication to preserving and expanding resources targeted to ending homelessness.  Your work in this area over the years has been commendable.  Thank you!

As chair of the Transportation and HUD Appropriations Subcommittee, you can make a tremendous difference in our ability to provide much-needed housing and services to the more than 20,000 Washingtonians who experience homelessness each year.  Please help us continue to re-house veterans, families with children, and people living with disabilities who are homeless, by including a funding level of $2.2 billion for HUD’s McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Grants program in the FY 2010 appropriation bill.  
Homelessness does not have to exist. It’s a problem with proven solutions; and HUD’s McKinney-Vento programs are the impetus for advancing those solutions.  
Include personal information that demonstrates the local impact of McKinney funding.  For example, you could describe:

· The success of a local McKinney-funded program (e.g., how many people it has served or who has been re-housed); 

· how McKinney programs have attributed to reductions in homelessness in your community;
· a story of how a program ended homelessness for you or someone you know;

· how McKinney-funded programs impact your community’s ten year plan to end homelessness; 
· What successful intervention you could expand or implement with more funding;
· The recession’s impact on your ability to reduce homelessness;  or 
· What proven interventions you will not be able to fund without an increase in funding.
We are extremely grateful for your support of our work in (CITY/STATE).  Current and future Federal investments in homeless assistance are critical to ending and preventing recession-related spikes in homelessness.  (IF TRUE, I will be attending a national homelessness conference in Washington, D.C. in July and hope to have the chance to meet with you to discuss how meaningful your support is to our work locally.)  
Sincerely,
