Coordinated Entry for Homeless Systems
A general definition of Coordinated Entry for homeless systems is a system that coordinates entry into some form of emergency, transitional or permanent housing or prevention of homelessness.

There are many forms this can take- some examples include:

· All agencies in a system using the same intake/assessment forms and entering a shared data set into a database

· All agencies in a system using the same intake/assessment forms, and admitting some clients and referring others to other agencies within the system

· Several “lead agencies” that complete the intake/assessment then refer to the best agency fit that has an opening

· A single agency in one or multiple locations, with a single phone number, that is responsible for 100% of the intakes/assessments and matching to the right agency with an opening

· And any combination of the above

Most of the examples above exist in some form in various communities around the State of Washington and in other areas around the country.
Benefits of coordinating entry include:

· Simplification of the process for households at risk of or experiencing homelessness by providing a clear path for accessing assistance. 
· Use of an assessment tool as part of the intake process can help people quickly identify the best programs for exiting homelessness quickly. 
· Because people are only signed up for the programs that are best fits for their circumstances, waiting lists are reduced.
Troy Christensen, 4-8-11
